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SYNOPSIS.

FORBWOnn. The author trlln of his
acquaintance with the hern of one of the
noil remarkable a.lv. ruun s evrr record-
ed, from a maiitim rlpt lrft hy till frltnil
ha has rtvldly art nut the elranne

uhloh brmiKlit toKfthrr a bruve
Virginia fentlenian and a 1'riiuen of

:Mui.

hnro w trnvelln? f.nirtiii!l(My
a I know ttint I tm.l proh-jabl-

1p knrw1p'1po of the ixiict n

of th trail tn ttu j... tl.iiii h.
and thus tt fmpp.-tii'i- l that ho nipro.l
a defile which I1 tn tin- - Minuuit of
the riinco and tint to t!.r p:-- s whlrh 1

had hoped would carry me to the val-

ley nnd to unfety.
My flrM knowledge tint 1 wn on

the wmnp trnll ranie when I heurd
the yell of the pursuing Miviifr sud-

denly crow fnln'er ni:d fainter far off
to my left.

I drew re'n on a little li vr! promon-
tory or rU.oklng the trull hi low and
to my left, and nw the pur:y of pur-mtt-

mtur rllsnppMrliijr around the
point of a neljrhhorlnc peak.

I knew the Indium would aHn dis-

cover that they were on the wmiis
trail and that the search for tne would
N renewed In the right d!retlon as
noon an they loenvd tnv truck.

I had followed the trail tVr rl.uj a
hundred yards when a harp tnm to
the rljrht brotiplit me to the n.oiMh of

larjre rave. The opening i nhmit
four feet In height nnd thrie to four
fei t wide, and at this opening tr. trail
eded.

IMammintlns. I Inl'l Powell upon the
ground, hut the most pnint'ak'.rg ex-

amination failed to reeal the fninttf
ifrk of life.

1'HTlni; the ho.ly where It lay on

the ledtre I crept Into the cave tn r.

connolter. 1 found a Urp' ihatidxr.
poalhly a hundriM feel Iti d.utiieter
and thirty or forty feet In t.e,ht; a
atnooth and well-wor- floor Mid snany

otliir fvldet.ces that the mm t ad at
Mm remote perll. Iieeu I n ! )

A" I was con! iiullik' m r.i:n.iiu-tlo-
I roiiiiiielnc o l a

druW ltlevs creep. Hi; MiT Hie ulii.ll I

attrihuted to the fat.ii.. or

and stri hi.oi!; r,lf. iu..l tie r. ti

front the exrpen et.! i f tie t:.V!
the i:r.t.;t.

I soon twenme so drinv that II
rouhl aearrely re!-- t the Mr.'t
to throw inj on tin fl r r

fsrr for a few niomen:- -' T,

knew that thlx wotild never do
would mean r ; . i i i j l a:!i a i tie
hlitid.s of my red fri. In!-- . V ho o.

he upon li e at n n inonn-iit- r

, V

-- l Started Toward the Opening af tM
Cave, Only te Rsel Drunkanly
Against a Side Wall."

effort 1 started toward the opening of
tbe cave only to rvel drunkenly
against a side wall, and from there

Hp prone upon the floor.
A sense of delicious dream loess

en errs me me, my muscles relaxed, and
1 was on the point of giving away to
any desire to sleep when the sound of
approuchlng horses reached my ears.
I attempted to spring to my feet but
was horrified to discover that my
muscles refused to respond to my

srl'il. I was now thoroughly awake,

but aa unable to move a murle as
though turned to stone. It was then,

for the first time, that I noticed a

light vapor filling the cave. There

aiao come to my noatrUs a faivtly

pungent odor, and I could only assurae

'that I had been overcome by some

poisonous pas. but why I should ij-jta- tn

my mental faculties and yet be
unable to move 1 could not fathom.

; The noise of the appronchlng horses
had ceased, and I Judged the Indians

were creeping stealthlb. upon ir.e

along the little Itdte whfch led to uiy
living- - tomb.

I had not long to wait before-
-a

itenlthy Notiml upprlaed me of their
nearness, ami then a
palnt-sir- t nl;ed face was thrust cau-

tiously around the Bhouldor of the
cliff, ami bavae eyes looked Into
mint-- .

The fellow, Ins'ead of approaching,
.merely stood and stared; his eyes
hulking a in! his Jaw dropped. And
then another savage face appeared,
and a third and fourth and fifth,
rrunltij: their necka over the fduml-der- a

of !ie!r fellows whom they rouhl
'not pa-- iiiion the narrow ledge. I'ach
fare v i:s the picture of awe and fear,

,hut for what reason I did not know,
nor did I learn until ten years later.

Suddenly a low Imt distant moan-In- n

sound Issued from the receiseM of
the ruve behind me. and, as It reached
the ears of the Indians, they turned
and fled In terror, panic stricken.
Their wild cries echoed In the can-

yon for a short time, and then all was
still once more.

The sound which had f lightened
them was not repeated, hut It had
heen sutllclenf as It was to start me
speculating on the posslhle horror
which lurked In the shadows at my

Lack.
, Several times I thought I heard
faint sounds behind me as of some
body moving cautiously, but eventual-.l-

even these reused, and I was left
'to the contemplation of my posltlou
without Interruption.

I'M II possibly midnight all was al-

ienee, the silence of the dead; then,
auddenty, the awful mean of the morn-
ing broke upon my startled ears, nnd
there came apain from the black
shadow the sound of a moving thing,
and a faint rustling as of dead leaves.
The shock to my already overstrained
nervous system was terrible In the
extreme, and with a superhuman ef-

fort I strove to break my awful bonds.
Then something gave, there was a mo-

mentary of nauea, a sharp
click as or the snapping of a steel
wire, ami I stood with my hack

galn,t the wall of the cave, facing
my wi'.town foe.

And then the moonlight Hooded the
rove, nnd there before me lay my own

:.- -!

l.o.'y as It had been Ijlng all these
hours, wild the eves staring toward
the open ledge and the hands resting
limply upon the ground. I looked first
lit my lifeless clay there upon the
floor of the rave and then down at
nnself In utter bewilderment; for,

I".' "I re''i'.n
Y

" r.", a wr Mt ..tr-jt'- i:

k--
, m , .'Jvy A'- - h iV; i v

,11 K 'r-i- i' .rW(ii, .,i J.T "A " V

..cr therr I Ly Clothed, and Yet
Heie I Stocd, but Naked as at the
Mmuts of My Birth."

there I lay clothed, and yet here I

stood, but nalved as at the minute of
my fdrth.

My first tli.ittgl t. was Is this then
death! Have I It: deed passed over for-

ever Into that other life! Hut I could
not well believe this, as I rouhl feel
my lean pounding against my ribs
from the exertion of my efforts to re-

lease myself from the unesthesls
which had held me.

Again was I suddenly recalled to
my Immediate surroundings by a repe-

tition of the weird moan from the
depths of the cave. Naked and un-

armed as I was. 1 had no desire to
fuce the unseen thing which menaced
me.

I leaped quickly through the open-

ing Into the starlight of a clear Ari-

zona night. The crisp, fresh moun-

tain air outside the rave acted as an
.Immediate tonic and I felt new life
and new courage coursing through me.
Pausing upon the brink of the ledge I

upbraided myself for what now
seemed t me wholly unwarranted ap-

prehension. My better Judgment, when
permitted the direction of clear and
logical rearming, convinced me that
the noises I had heard must have re-

sulted from purely natural and harm-

less causes; probably the conforms
tlon of the cave was such that a slight
hreete bad caused the sounds I heard

' As 1 stood meditating, 1 turned mv
gaxe to the heavena, where the myriad
stars formed a gorgeous nnd fitting
canopy for the wondeta of the earthly
scene. My r.t'ention was niiirui
riveted by a Urge red star t.

the horlxon. As I gnred npon It I fe'.t
a spell of overpowering fascination
It was Mars, the god of war. and for
tne. the fighting man. It had always

held the power of Irresistible enchant-

ment. As I giued at It on that far-gon- e

night It seemed to call across

the unthlukable void, to jure me to Jt,

to draw me um the lodeatone attracts
particle of Iron.
My longing wus beyond tbe power

of opposition; I rloaed my eyes,
stretched out my arms toward tbe god
of my vocation and felt myself drawn
with the suddenness of thought
through the trackless Immensity of
upare. There was an Instant of ex-

treme cold and inter durkness.

CHAPTER II.

My Advent on Mara.

I opened my eves upon a strange
and weird landscape. I knew that I

was on Mars; not once did I question
either my sanity or my wakefulness.

It was midday, the sun was shining
full ujMin me and the heat of It was
rather Intense upon my naked body,
yet no greater than would have been
true under nlmllar conditions on hii
Arizona desert.

A little to my left, perhaps a hun-

dred yards, appeared a low. walled
enclosure about four feet in height.
No water, ami no other vegetation
than moss was In evidence, and as I

was somewhat thirsty I determined to
do a little exploring.

Springing to my feet I received my
first Martian surprise, for the effort,
which on Karth would have brought
me standing upright, carried me Into
the Martian air to the height of about
three yards. I alighted softly upon
the ground, however, without appre-

ciable shock or Jar. Now-- commenced
a rrl of evolutions which even then
seemed ludicrous In the extreme. My

muscles, perfectly attuned and accus-tomc- d

to the force of gravity on

Karth, played the mischief with me In

attempting for the first time to rope
with the lesser gravitation and lower
air pressure on Mars.

I was determine however, to ex-

plore the low structure which was the
only evidence of habitation In sight,
and so I hit upon the unique plan of
reverting to first principles In locomo-
tion, creeping. I did fairly well at
this and In a few moment had
reached the low, encircling wall of the
enclosure. I cautiously gained my feet
and peered over the top upon the
strangest sight It had ever been given
me to see.

Hie roof of the enclosure was n

solid rlass about four or five inches
In thickness, and beneath this were
scleral hundred large eggs, perfectly
round and snowy white. The eggs
were nearly uniform In sire, being
about two and one-hal- f feet In diame-

ter.
Five or six had already hatched

ami the grotesque caricatures which
vat blinking In the sunlight were
enough to cause me to doubt my san-

ity. They Formed mostly head, with
Utile scrawny bodies, long i.e. l.s and
six legs, or. as I afterward learned,
two legs mid two arms, with an Inter-
mediary i air of limbs w hbh could be

med nf will either as arms or legs.

Tt.elr ei os were set at ti e extreme
sides of their heads 11 trillo above ibe
renter !:.' pt'o'r.ided In such a man-

ner that tl.ey rouhl be direct,. I el'her
forward or back and also Independent-
ly of ta.'.i other, thus permitting ti ls

iiK' r animal to look In any d're-tioti- .

or In two directions at on o. witl.cit
the necesviiy of turning tl.o ! nd.

'P.. re w..s no hair on !!.which v i of a very bght
c'i oi.-r- In the ad"!'s. I was

to it .ll.to soon, this color deepens
to a' ol'ie greet! at. i d..i ! r in the

! tie
TI.- - ' - o! the oy s s ! ,,, as

In A'.! s. w l.Ili" tbe pt:;dl s
; , .v; itself is very n !. .. as

; 'Ik Tl.es,. ;.!t,-- :o!d a most
for- . to at. itln-rwis-

;t':i t :i i d terrible C. !l!i-.- i . e. as
the bov. r n.s.vs curve upward to sharp
points v ! end about w here the eyes
of earth'y human beings ..re located.
The whiteness of the teeth Is i.ot that
of Ivory, but of the snowies; ;.m! most
p'e.ni.ing of china.

I was given but little time specu-

late on tbe wonders of my new
1 had seen that the eggs were

In the process of hatching, and as 1

stood watching the hideous little mon-

sters break from their shells I failed
to note the approach of a score of
full grown Martians from behind me.

Tbev might have captured mo easily,
but their Intentions were far more
sinister. It was th- - i Utllng of the
accoutrement ' ' loremost war-

rior which me. Hud not the
rifle of t! v.t of the party swung
from Its ii..sicnlngs beside his saddle
In such o way as to strike against the
butt of his greut inetal-slKx- l spear 1

should have snuffed out without ever
knowing that death was near me. Hut

the little sound caused me to turn,
and there upon me, not ten feet from
my breast, was the point of that huge

sicar. o spear forty feet long, tipped
with gleaming metal, and held low at
the side of a mounted replica of the
Httle devils 1 had been watching.

Hut how pnny and harmless they
now looked beside this huge and ter-

rific Incarnation of hate, of vengeance,
and of death. The man himself, for
such 1 may call htm. was fully fifteen
feet In height and, on earth, would
have weighed some four hundred
pounds.

And his nount! How can earthly
words describe It I It towered ten feet
at the shoulder; had four leg on
either side; a broad flat tall, Inrger at
the tip than at the root, and which
It held straight out behind while run-

ning: a gaping mouth which stdit its
head from Its snout to Us long, tuhs-:iv- e

iic k.

MVe Its master. It was entirely de-

void of hair, but was of a dark slate
color and exceeding smooth and glos-

sy. Its belly was white and Its legs
shaded from the slate of Its shoulders
and hips to a vivid yellow at the feet

Unarmed and naked as I was, the
first law oJ POturt?. manifested Jtself

In the only possible volution of my

Immediate problem, and that waa to
get out of the vicinity of the point
of the charging spear. Consequently
I gave a very earthly and ut the same
time superhuman leap to reach the
top of the Martian Incubator, for such
I had determined It must bo.

My effort was crowned with a suc-

cess which appalled me no less than It

"av a I ri

"My Effort Was Crowned With a Sue
cess Which Appalled Me No Less
Than It Seemed to Surpnis the Mar-tia- n

Warriors."

seemed to surprise the Martian war-

riors, for It carried me fully thirty
feet Into the air and landed me a hum
dred feet from my pursuers and ou

the opposite side of the enclosure.
I alighted upon the soft moss easily

and without mishap, and turning saw
my enemies lined up along the further
wall. Some were sunejlng me with
expressions which I afterward dlscov-ere- d

marked extreme astonishment,
and the others were evidently satis-
fying themselves that I had not mo-

lested their young.
1'lty were conversing together In

low tones, and gesticulating snd point-
ing toward me. Their discovery that
I had not harmed the little Martians
and that I was unharmed must have
caused them to look upon me with less
ferocity; hut. as I was to learn later,
the thing which weighed most In my

favor was my exhibition of hurdling.
While the Martians are Immense,

their bot.es are very large and they
are muscled only In proportion to the
giiivltatloti whi- - h they must overcome.

The result W that they are Infinitely
less igi'.e i.ml le-- s powerful. In pro-

portion to their weight, than an Karth
num. nnd I doubt that were on- - of

them suddenly to be trans-porte- to

Karth be cribl lift bis own weiL-h-t

from the ii.tuiiid: in fad. I am cm- -

jiiced i! :.t ot:'d t."t do so.

My feat. then, was n marvelous up-

on Mars as It woiiid have be.-- upon
Karth. and from desiring to annihilate
tne they suddenly lool.ed upon me as
a wonderful discovery to be captured
and e!.:l..ted among their fellows.

I r.oted that ea.h was armed with
several oil . r wiapotis In addi'lon to

the htii:e spear w l.. h I have described.
The weapon vvhSl, ci'ised me to de-

ride against n:i at'etnpt at escape by

flight win what was evidently a rifle
of some description and which I felt,

for some reason, they were peculiarly
efficient In handling.

These rifles were of a white metal
stocked with wood, which I learned
later was a very light and Intensely

hard growth much prized on Mars,

and entirely unknown to us denizens
of Karth. The metal of the barrel
Is an alloy composed principally of
nluihinum and steel which they have
learned to temper to a hardness far
exceeding that of the steel with which
we are familiar. The weight of these
rifles Is comparatively little, and with

the small caliber, explosive, radium
projectiles which they use and the
great length of the barrel, they are
deadly In the extreme and at ranges
which wonld be unthinkable on Earth.
The theoretic effective radius of this
rifle Is three hundred miles, but the
best they can do In actual service
when equipped with their wireless
finders and slghters Is but a trifle
over two hundred miles.

The Martians, after conversing for
a short time, turned and rode away
In the direction from which they had
come, leaving one of their number
alone by the enclosure. When they
had covered perhaps two hundred
yards they halted and turning their
mounts toward u sut watching the
warrior by the enclosure.

When his force had come to a halt
he dismounted, threw down his spear
and small arms and came around the
end of the Incubator townrd me. en-

tirely unarmed and as naked as 1.

except for he ornaments strapped up-

on his head, limbs and breast
When he was within about fifty feet

of me he unclasped an enormous met-

al armlet and holding It toward me In

the open palm f his hand, addressed
me In a clear, resonant voice, but In

language, tt Is needless to toy, I

could not understand, lie then stopped

as though waiting for my reply,

pricking up his antennae like ears ami
cocking l!s strange-lookin- g eyes stll
further toward me.

As the silence became painful 1

concluded to hazard a little conversa-

tion on my own wart, as 1 had guessed.

that he wus tnuklug overtures of
peace.

Stretching my hand toward hlin I

ndvnnced und took the armlet from
Mm open palm, clasping It about my

nrn. above the elbow; smiled at him
and stood ivaltltg. His wide mouth
spread Into an ana.v crlng smile, and
locking one of his Intermediary arms
In mine we turned and walked hark
toward his mount. At the same time
he motioned his followers to advance.

He exchanged a few words with his
men, motioned to me thnt I would ride
behind one of them, and then mounted
Ms own animal. The fellow desig-

nated reached down two or three
bands und lifted me up behind him on

tbe glossy hack of his mount, where
I hung on as best I could by tbe belts
and sirups which held tbe Martian's
weapon and ornnments-- .

The entire cavalcade then turned
and galloped away toward the range
of hills in the distance.

In a short time wp gained the foot
of the mountains, and nfter traversing
n narrow gorge came to an open i al-

ley, at the far extremity of which was
a low tableland upon which I beheld
nn enormous city. Toward this we
galloped, entering It by what appeared
to he a ruined roadway leading out
from the city, but only to the edge of
the tableland, where It ended abrupt-
ly In a flight of broad steps.

Upon closer observation I saw as
we passed them that the buildings
were deserted, and while not greatly
decayed hud the appearance of not
having been tenanted for years, pos- -

slbly for ages. Toward the center of
the cltv was a large plaza, and upon
this and In the buildings Immediately j

surrounding It were camped some nine
or ten hundred creatures of the same
breed as my captors, for such I now
considered them, despite the suave
manner In which I had been trapped.

With the exception of their orna-

ments all were naked. The women
varied In appearance but little from
the men, except that their tusks were
much larger In proportion to their j

height, In some Instances curving near- -

j to their Mch-se- t ears. The adult '

I
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females rangeB In height from ten to
twelve feet

The children wera light In color,
even lighter than the women, and all
looked precisely alike to me, except
that some were taller than otlM-rs- ;

older, presumed.
I saw no signs of extreme age among

them, nor Is there any appreciable dif-

ference In thidr appearance from the
age of maturity, about forty, until, at
about the age of thousand years,
they go voluntarily upon their last
strange pilgrimage down the river Iss,
which leads no living Martian knows
whither and from whose bosom no
Martian has ever returned, or would
be allowed to live did he after
once embarking upon Its cold, dark
waters.

(Continued next work.)
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The Ford Sedan, with electric self-starti-

and lighting system and demountable rims with
tires front and rear, is a family car of

class andcomfort.both insummeranjin winter.
I'or touring it is a most comfortable car. The
large plate glass windows make it an cren car
v hen desired, while in case of rain and all inclem-

ent weather, it can be made a most delightful
closed car in a few minutes. Rain-proo- f, dust-roo- f,

fine upholstering, broad, roomy seats.
Simple in operation. Anybody can safely drive
it. While it )ias ail the distinctive and econom-
ical merits cf the Ford car in operation and
maintenance. Won't yuu cume in and look it
ever?
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grinding
j chopping any day that you may come. vvillbe
! pleased to have you come and look over the plant.

Snyder Mill & Coal Company
Telephone

Harness, Wagons, Buggies

When in need of harness come to see me.
Also haTe wagons.

We have just received a car of Missouri
BUGGIES

D. P. Strayhorn


